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TSSS: Drastic Increase in Reports to the IRS

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.—As the 2023 Tax-Season Scams Series draws to an end, Attorney
General Moody is issuing the final alert by highlighting a drastic increase in reports to the IRS on
suspicious activity. The Internal Revenue Service reported a more than 300% increase in reports
of suspicious activity from 2021 to 2022. Attorney General Moody launched the Tax-Season
Scams Series to highlight common tax-related schemes and provide tips about how to avoid
falling victim.

Attorney General Ashley Moody said, “IRS reports of suspicious activity skyrocketed last
year—up more than 300%. To make sure Floridians are protected from common tax scams, I
launched this series and hope that it continues to guide taxpayers as we move closer to the filing
deadline.”

Here are some of the most common tax-related scams:

Fraudulent Tax Preparers: Fake tax preparers, often advertising the cheapest rates or
promising the greatest refunds, aim to obtain a victim’s personal and financial information;
Tax Identity Theft: When a bad actor uses, or attempts to use, personal information of
another individual to commit tax fraud;
Refund Recalculation Scheme: Phishing emails sent to targets that look like a tax-refund
payment or a recalculation of a tax refund—attaching a link to input personal information to
claim the refund; and
IRS Imposter Scams: When a scammer pretends to be the IRS by spoofing caller ID,
emails or regular mail to make targets believe the IRS is legitimately attempting to make

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BWqmljMjcJg
https://oag-dev.sgsuat.info/files/pdf/page/4E48A6D60162CE048525898D00586D71/2022-isac-annual-report.pdf
https://oag-dev.sgsuat.info/page/3069C4D043CBDE438525896B00581037/?Open&
https://oag-dev.sgsuat.info/page/8055124A061929318525897200512065/?Open&
https://oag-dev.sgsuat.info/page/7BAF315653D7C51B85258986004ADE9E/?Open&
https://oag-dev.sgsuat.info/files/pdf/page/4E48A6D60162CE048525898D00586D71/irs-scams.pdf


contact—all in an attempt to phish for personal information.

To access all of the Tax-Season Scam Series alerts, visit MyFloridaLegal.com/ConsumerAlert.

The IRS released online tools to help track tax refunds. You can use the ‘Where’s My Refund?’
webtool or download the IRS2Go mobile app to check the status of a refund.

# # #
The Florida Attorney General's Consumer Protection Division issues Consumer Alerts to inform

Floridians of emerging scams, new methods used to commit fraud, increased reports of common
scams, or any other deceptive practice. Consumer Alerts are designed to notify Floridians about

scams and available refunds in an effort to prevent financial losses or other harm caused by
deceptive practices. Anyone encountering a scam should report the incident to the Florida

Attorney General's Office by calling 1(866) 9NO-SCAM or visiting MyFloridaLegal.com.
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https://sa.www4.irs.gov/irfof/lang/en/irfofgetstatus.jsp
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs2goapp
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