
May 7, 2019

Contact Kylie Mason

Phone 850-245-0150

Attorney General Ashley Moody News Release

Senior Protection Team Announces First Arrest

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.—Attorney General Ashley Moody today announced the first arrest in
connection with the newly-formed Senior Protection Team. Acting on a complaint sent to the
Team, investigators began looking into allegations that a Florida senior fell victim to contractor
fraud following Hurricane Michael. The victim’s home suffered damage during the storm. The
victim paid a contractor $5,000 for repairs that the contractor never completed.

Working with the Gulf County Sheriff’s Office, the Team helped build a case that led to the arrest
of contractor Mark Kelsoe. The investigation revealed Kelsoe as an unlicensed contractor.
Kelsoe is charged with one count of working as an unlicensed contractor during a state of
emergency, a third-degree felony.

Attorney General Ashley Moody said, “Anyone trying to take advantage of Florida seniors should
think twice before committing fraud. Our Senior Protection Team is working diligently to
investigate complaints of senior fraud and abuse. The Team has only been active for a matter of
weeks and already their hard work is producing results.

“I want to thank each member of our Senior Protection Team for their commitment to our mission
of fighting fraud and making Florida the most senior friendly state in the country. I also want to
thank Gulf County Sheriff Mike Harrison and his deputies for working with our Team to pursue
justice for this senior victim.”

The Attorney General’s Senior Protection Team is comprised of leading members from the
Attorney General’s Office of Statewide Prosecution, Consumer Protection Division and Medicaid



Fraud Control Unit. Seniors v. Crime and the Florida Department of Law Enforcement are also
actively assisting the Team with investigations and outreach efforts.

Attorney General Moody announced the Senior Protection Team in March. In the weeks since
the announcement, the Team is receiving dozens of tips and leads. To report any non-
emergency senior-related scam or abuse to the Team please call 1(866) 9NO-SCAM or file a
complaint at MyFloridaLegal.com.

For more information about how to tell if a senior may be a victim of financial fraud and how to
guard against senior scams, click here.

https://oag-dev.sgsuat.info/page/0AAD0C6CEA3C7FAD852583B30053B663/
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