
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 17, 2021 
 
 
President Joseph R. Biden 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
 
Dear President Biden: 
 

In recent days, Americans witnessed first-hand the vulnerabilities of our 
energy infrastructure when a cyberattack by malicious foreign actors resulted in a 
shutdown of the Colonial Pipeline.  The aftermath has been alarming.  Price spikes, 
fuel shortages, and gas lines akin to those seen in the Carter Administration have 
demonstrated the widespread disruption and public panic that result when just one 
pipeline system goes offline.   

 
Americans depend upon safe and secure energy supplies, which is why we must 

build and maintain robust energy infrastructure that is resilient in the face of 
accidents and sabotage.  A temporary shutdown of one pipeline’s full-capacity 
operations shouldn’t bring half the country to the brink.  We need more safe and clean 
energy sources.  

 
And that includes the Keystone XL Pipeline.  When you were Vice-President, 

your State Department concluded multiple times that Keystone XL was a net positive 
for the economy, the environment, and energy security.  And just days ago, your 
Energy Secretary acknowledged that a pipeline—as opposed to other transport 
methods—“is the best way to go” when it comes to moving fossil fuels.1   

 
But your Administration’s current approach exchanges those fact-based 

conclusions for the faddish preoccupations of your coastal elite constituencies.  
 

1 Press Briefing by Press Secretary Jen Psaki, Secretary of Energy Jennifer Granholm, and Secretary 
of Homeland Security Alejandro Mayorkas (May 11, 2021), https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-
room/press-briefings/2021/05/11/press-briefing-by-press-secretary-jen-psaki-secretary-of-energy-
jennifer-granholm-and-secretary-of-homeland-security-alejandro-mayorkas-may-11-2021/.  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2021/05/11/press-briefing-by-press-secretary-jen-psaki-secretary-of-energy-jennifer-granholm-and-secretary-of-homeland-security-alejandro-mayorkas-may-11-2021/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2021/05/11/press-briefing-by-press-secretary-jen-psaki-secretary-of-energy-jennifer-granholm-and-secretary-of-homeland-security-alejandro-mayorkas-may-11-2021/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2021/05/11/press-briefing-by-press-secretary-jen-psaki-secretary-of-energy-jennifer-granholm-and-secretary-of-homeland-security-alejandro-mayorkas-may-11-2021/
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Indeed, hours after you took office, you purported to kill thousands of jobs, extinguish 
billions in economic opportunity, and jeopardize American energy independence 
because of the “message” Keystone XL sends to the global community—whatever that 
means.   

 
Yet in the aftermath of the Colonial Pipeline cyberattack, your Administration 

quickly relaxed environmental and safety rules to “secur[e] critical energy supply 
chains … alleviate shortages … [and] avoid[] potential energy supply disruptions to 
impacted communities ….”2  Most Americans—particularly those not located along 
the coasts—now wish you had been so diligent and responsive before you determined 
that Keystone XL could be sacrificed on the altar of left-wing virtue signaling.   

 
To be clear, we believe your Keystone XL decision was unconstitutional and 

unlawful, and many of the undersigned states are currently pressing those claims in 
federal court.   

 
But beyond the basic lawlessness of your decision, the current predicament 

shows what a poor policy decision it was.  Your impulse to bow to an extreme climate 
agenda untethered to scientific fact or reality—exhibited by the Keystone XL 
cancellation and other similar actions—affirmatively deprives Americans of the safe 
and clean energy supply they need now.  It undercuts our energy independence by 
eliminating a large and secure source of oil in a time of growing global unrest.  It 
damages our reputation with geopolitical allies, like Canada, by reneging on our 
commitments.  It destroys sophisticated, high-paying jobs.  And it stunts sustainable 
economic growth in pipeline communities and throughout the country.  In other 
words, your pursuit of this radical agenda continues to hurt Americans not insulated 
from the consequences of your decisions by geography or privilege. 

 
Someone once remarked that “the American story depends not on any one of 

us, not on some of us, but on all of us … Let us listen to one another.  Hear one 
another.  See one another.  Show respect for one another.”3  We’re speaking.  Will you 
listen?  

 

 
2 FACT SHEET: The Biden-Harris Administration Has Launched an All-of-Government Effort to 
Address Colonial Pipeline Incident (May 11, 2021), https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-
room/statements-releases/2021/05/11/fact-sheet-the-biden-harris-administration-has-launched-an-
all-of-government-effort-to-address-colonial-pipeline-incident/.  
3 Inaugural Address by President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. (Jan. 20, 2021), 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/01/20/inaugural-address-by-
president-joseph-r-biden-jr/.  
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Maybe one day, down the road, we will obtain the Utopian energy profile you 
desire.  But in the meantime, Americans want practical, effective leadership—not 
visionary deprivations.  We again encourage you to reconsider and recalibrate your 
energy and environmental policies.  Put Americans, our national security, and our 
environment first.     
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Austin Knudsen 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF MONTANA 
 
 
 
Steve Marshall 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF ALABAMA 
 
 
 
Mark Brnovich  
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF ARIZONA 
 
 
 
Leslie Rutledge  
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF ARKANSAS  
 
 
 
Ashley Moody 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF FLORIDA 
 
 
 
Christopher M. Carr 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF GEORGIA 
 
 
 

 
Ken Paxton 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 
 
 
 
Lynn Fitch 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF MISSISSIPPI 
 
 
 
Eric S. Schmitt 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF MISSOURI 
 
 
 
Wayne Stenehjem  
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF NORTH DAKOTA  
 
 
 
Mike Hunter 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF OKLAHOMA  
 
 
 
Alan Wilson 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
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Theodore E. Rokita 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF INDIANA 
 
 
 
Derek Schmidt 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF KANSAS 
 
 
 
Daniel Cameron 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF KENTUCKY 
 
 
 
Jeff Landry 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF LOUISIANA 
  

 
 
 
Sean D. Reyes 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF  UTAH 
 
 
 
Patrick Morrisey 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF  WEST VIRGINIA 
 
 
 
Bridget Hill 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF WYOMING 

 
 
 
 
 
 


